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Marine Corps Speaker's Guide , which super-
sedes the Guide of 1956, is an easily carried, ready
reference containing outline treatments of various
topics which Marine Corps speakers are frequently
called upon to discuss. These are intended as aids
in developing the speaker's own ideas.

The well spoken word has done much to tell

the Marine Corps story to the public. That story-

can be told most effectively if it reflects the major
theme of continuing importance to the Corps, namely:
The Marine Corps, Our Nation's Amphibious Force

-

in-Readiness. This theme should be stressed when-
ever the occasion pre sentsit self,
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THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, OUR
NATION* S AMPHIBIOUS FORCE-IN-READINESS

The Marine Corps is one of the two military serv-
ices within the Department of the Navy. Thenriissions
of the Marine Corps are stated in the National
Security Act of 1947:

To provide Fleet Marine Forces of comibined
arms, together with supporting air components,
for service with the fleet in the seizure or
defense of advanced naval bases and for the
conduct of such land operations as may be
essential for the prosecution of a naval cam-
paign.

To develop, in coordination with the Army and
the Air Force, those phases of amphibious
operations which pertain to the tactics, tech-
nique, and equipment employed by landing
forces.

To provide ships' detachments for the Navy,
security detachments at naval stations and
bases, and **perform such other duties as
the President may direct,**

The missions of the Marine Corps were thus ex-
plicitly stated by law in 1947, but the Corps has
actually been performing these same miissions ever
since it was founded by the Continental Congress on
10 November 1775 and the first recruits were en-
listed that year at Tun Tavern, in Philadelphia.



The Marine Corps fought alongside the Army
as infantry troops during World War I and in

Korea.

During the teens, twenties, and thirties of this

century, the Marine Corps, acting as a stabiliz-
ing force, engaged in patrol warfare in the
jungles of the Caribbean and in Central
America,

The Marine Corps has conducted more than
300 amphibious landings, starting with the raid
on New Providence in the British Bahamas
made by the Continental Marines in 1776,
All have been successful.

These widely divergent operations possessed
one common requirement. They demanded
forces that were ready.

The outstanding characteristic of the Marine Corps
is that it is a Force -in-Readiness.

Experience of recent years demonstrates
clearly the need for a **fire brigade" to put
out small fires before they can grow into big
ones.

The Marine Corps maintains in a constant
state of battle readiness well -trained, spe-
cially-equipped, mobile forces of all arms,
capable of extinguishing quickly any small out-
break.

The Navy -Marine Corps team is well suited
for quick action against aggression in remote
corners of the world.
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The Marine Corps is required by the National
Security Act of 1947, as amended, to maintain not

less than three Marine Divisions and three Marine
Aircraft Wings. These Marine Divisions and Marine
Aircraft Wings are welded into ground/air teams.

The 2d Marine Division and the Zd Marine
Aircraft Wing are based on the East Coast.
One battalion landing team of this ground/air
team is afloat with the 6th Fleet in the

Mediterranean.

The 1st Marine Division and the 3d Marine
Aircraft Wing are based on the West Coast,

The 1st Marine Brigade --a ground/air team
in the fullest sense --is stationed in Hawaii.

The 3d Marine Division and 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing (less the units forming the Brigade
in Hawaii) are based in Okinawa and Japan,

The Marine Corps continues to develop amphibious
attack techniques.

Present doctrine for amphibious operations is

built around the helicopter and adapted to the
nuclear threat.

Assaults will be made by Marines in transport
helicopters, taking off from fast, well-dis-
persed ship formations under the cover of
supporting fires delivered by planes, guns,
and missiles.

Bypassing difficult beaches and heavily de-
fended areas, the Marines will seize key
objectives and then quickly spread out to con-
solidate a beachhead for further expansion.



Such landings will have more speed and flexi-

bility, and a greater shock effect thanthe opera-
tions of the past.

The Marine Corps is a separate service within the
Department of the Navy, and is the Navy's partner
within the Naval Establishment,

The Navy -Marine Corps team is a balanced fighting

force with land, sea, and air components closely
integrated.
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THE ROLE OF THE MARINE CORPS IN OUR
NATIONAL SECURITY

Military services are not institutions perpetuated
out of sentiment. They exist only because the people
of the United States believe we need them.

The people want a powerful force of bombers
to stand as a deterrent to enemy nuclear attack.

They want a powerful land force to match in

skill, if not in numbers, the challenge posed by
the land armies of our enemies.

They want undisputed strength at sea.

For these reasons, the American people re-
quire that we have a powerful Air Force, a
strong and diversified Army, and a Navy second
to none.

What do the American people expect of the Marine
Corps ?

They expect us to be capable of going with the
Navy, on the shortest possible notice, to meet
trouble as far from home as possible- -and
they expect us to ring the bell when we get
there.

They expect us to be experts in amphibious
warfare, because they well remember how
important amphibious operations were in the
last two World Wars.



They expect us to transform their sons from
unoriented boys into proud young men, hard
muscled citizens who are capable of holding
their own against anything the Communists
can throw at us.

Those are the reasons why there is a Marine Corps
today in its present three -division, three -aircraft-
wing image. The American people, speaking through
their Congress, say they want it that way.

Is there a real military requirement for the Marine
Corps? Is there a real need for forces specializing
in amphibious warfare ?

Our newspapers remind us daily of the many
trouble spots on the face of the world, and a
glance at the map shows that most of them are
on or very near the sea--accessible to am-
phibious forces.

Utilizing the mobility and staying power of the
fleet on the high seas, the Navy-Marine Corps
team can rr^ove into troubled areas where
American interests and world peace are
threatened and stay there, ready to put their
amphibious skill to work. (Many recent exam-
ples come to mind.)

These forces are ideally suited to meet the
requirements of limited wars, but they are
adaptable to the needs of a large-scale war,
too, should one be thrust upon us.

The historical record shows that it is essential to

have a clearcut responsibility assigned to a definite

agency for the developnnent of amphibious warfare
doctrine, technique, and equipment, because spe-
cialties do not thrive as second-fiddle operations.
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The lack of success and the heavy casualties
of the British at Gallipoli during World War I

convinced many that the opposed amphibious
assault was no longer possible.

During the years between World War I and
World War II, the Marine Corps, working with
the Navy, developed a whole new body of

amphibious doctrine --air, sea, and ground- -as
well as a new arsenalof amphibious equipment.

The Marine Corps doctrine and experience
were the basis for the successful annphibious
assaults made by the Allies, in the Pacific
Theater and the European Theater, during
World War II.

Following World War II, the Marine Corps
continued to develop its amphibious specialty.
The question of how to make an amphibious
assault in the face of a possible atomic defense
demanded an answer. The Marine Corps found
the answer --at least in part --in the assault
helicopter and the doctrine of vertical assault.

Historically, every nation with world-wide respon-
sibilities has found it necessary to maintain special
forces to protect its mandates overseas. The mari-
time nations have used Marines, while others have
developed special overseas forces.

The United States, as a great maritime nation,
has always maintained a force of Marines sep-
arate and apart from its national mobilization
base.

At all times on an absolute war footing, the
Marine Corps is the only completely ready,
amphibious means of meeting the challenge of
limited war,
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LIMITED WAR AND GENERALWAR—THE FORCES
REQUIRED FOR LIMITED WAR

President Washington, addressing the Congress on
8 January 1790, said that **to be prepared for war
is one of the most effectual means of preserving
peace,*' His advice is still sound. But what kind of

war should we be prepared for?

Warfare of the 18th and 19th Centuries, with
its directly opposed forces on the field of battle,

was sinnple and easily understood.

Just as the means of warfare have increased in

complexity (from musketry and cannonades to

precisely timed amphibious operations and
atomic weapons), so have the methods. They
range from subversion from within, through
the bit -by -bit annexation by a puppet state, to

the surprise all-out attack with its thermonu-
clear devastation.

Two terms in frequent use today are "general war*'
and "limited war." They need definition.

There is no clear line of demarcation between
thenQ, and forces which are designed essen-
tially for one may play an important role in

the other, yet there is one outstanding element
of difference --the intent of the belligerents or,
in military terms, the objective.



General war is a fight to the finish- -the finish
of one side or the other, or perhaps of both.

In a limited war, the objective is something
less than complete subjugation or destruction
of the enemy. Consequently, the scope and the
means are limited by both sides to those con-
sistent with the limited objective sought. The
means may well include the smaller tactical
atomic weapons, the destructive power of which
fits the definition of limited warfare.

The point of view is important, too. To the
Koreans, the war fought up and down their
peninsula from 1950 till 1953 did not appear
to be limited. However, for the Americans
and the Chinese, that war was linnited in ob-
jective, scope, and means. To the man being
shot at, the term **limited war" is purely
acadennic.

Limiting a war is not easy. Whenever important
interests are at stake, there is a disposition to ele-
vate a limited conflict to the level of total conflict.

During the Korean conflict, there were many who
resented the decision to refrain from destroying the
obvious sources of enemy strength which lay beyond
the borders of Korea.

In connection with limiting a war, there is a

theory, popular in some quarters , that naval
and air forces with nuclear weapons should be
the principal American contributions to the
conflict; that we should avoid involvement of

ground forces at almost any cost.

There is no combat experience to support
such a concept, and much to deny it. The weight
of evidence supports the contrary view that
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effective intervention in limited war requires
a balanced force built around an effective ground
element.

More important, sole reliance on naval and air
forces using nuclear weapons would gravely
risk the transition of a limited war into a
general war.

The most significant military fact of the present
East-West struggle is that both sides possess
capabilities for mutual destruction. While all-out

assault against the United States rennains as the
greatest danger, it is the bit-by-bit loss of the
Free World to limited and camouflaged aggression
that constitutes the greatest long-term threat to the
nation* s security.

From this, it follows that increasing emphasis
must be placed upon the capability to fight and
win wars for limited objectives, in limited
areas, employing limited means.

What are the desirable characteristics of striking
forces for limited war?

Such forces should emphasize nnobility, flexi-

bility, and economy, rather than numbers.

On the periphery of the Eurasian continent are
the areas where pressures are greatest--the
Communists always trying to move in, and our
side trying to hold them back. Significant char-
acteristics of these areas are their extensive
coastlines and poor land lines of communica-
tion, characteristics which offer advantages to

amphibious forces.

No single type of force --land, naval, or air--
can successfully fight a limited war alone. The
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very nature of limited war requires a balanced
combination of land, naval, and air elements
which can apply force to a measured degree
in a particular situation .

But limited wars are fought primarily on the
ground; consequently, ground forces are the
primary elements in the force structure.

Ground power has two attributes that neither
air power nor sea power possesses: ground
forces can control, dominate, occupy, and
police an area continuously and effectively;
ground forces have a flexibility and precision
in application.

Tactical air support is another essential ele-
ment of forces for limited war, (However, air
power used alone against guerrilla forces
has never been effective,)

Naval forces are essential to carry the tremen-
dous tonnage needed to fight and to provide
offensive and defensive power for the amphi-
bious assault. Naval logistics are themselves
mobile; therefore, no costly and duplicative
advance stockpiling is required.

Mobility is an essential characteristic. Unless
the forces to be employed in a limited war can
move quickly to the scene, and having arrived,
come out fighting, they are of little use. Using
the extensive international waters as highways
around the world, naval forces are not ham-
pered by any need for obtaining transit rights
through foreign air spaces. They are not de-
pendent upon safe, modern, well-equipped air-
field or port facilities at their destina-
tion.
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Such forces must be highly skilled and thor-
oughly professional, because they must expect
to face unknown situations in unreconnoitered
areas, and because they may be called upon to

fight in wars that are not generally popular.

The qualifications just described for limited war
striking forces are not the exclusive property of the
Marine Corps. We should be glad about this, because
there is a pronounced need for as many ready
forces as we can get. However, it would be difficult

to describe any better the characteristics of the

Fleet Marine Forces.
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VERTICAL ASSAULT

The Marine Corps exists primarily to prevent war
by deterring aggression against the United States or
our allies. However, should war come, the Fleet
Marine Forces will play important roles --whether
the war is all-out or limited. Their high state of

readiness, the flexibility of their air -ground organi-
zation, and their relation to the balanced fleet are
factors ideally suited to the demands of small wars.

Working closely with the Navy, the Marine Corps
has developed a doctrine known as vertical assault
for the employment of these forces in the event that

war is thrust upon us. To some, this doctrine may
appear to be radical; actually, it is based upon the
time -tested military precept of dispersal coupled
with the ability to concentrate rapidly to fight.

The main features of the doctrine are:

First, tactical mobility is achieved by making
all the assault elements of the landing force
helicopter -transportable.

Second, the landing force is embarked in

amphibious shipping designed for rapid un-
loading by helicopter. (These new-design ves

-

sels are fast. They are capable of keeping
up with the carrier task force. There are sev-
eral of these new type ships, of which the most
essential is the amphibious assault ship
(LPH).)
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Third, the objective area is isolated through
the sudden and concentrated destruction of
enemy air and ground forces capable of oppos-
ing the landing. This mission willbe performed
by high performance aircraft delivering their
weapons from ranges as distant as 1,500
miles at sea (50 hours steaming distance).

Fourth, the ship to shore movement of the
assault force will be by helicopter. The assault
force will seize widely dispersed objectives as
far as 100 miles from the transports and on
division frontages as wide as 50 miles. We
will not fight over the ground to these objec-
tives; the helicopter makes it possible to

approach from any direction.

Fifth, the helicopter's speed and flexibility are
exploited in subsequent tactical operations
ashore. We bypass enemy strength and attack
his flanks or rear.

Sixth, all-weather air support is utilized for
continued isolation of the objective area, recon-
naissance, and fire support. Carrier based
naval aircraft of the task force will provide
support throughout the operation. As soon
as possible, landing force aircraft will move
ashore. Vertical rise techniques or portable
catapults and arresting gear will be employed
in order to operate from hastily prepared
airstrips.

Seventh, the range and speed of transport
aircraft- -both land and seaplane types --are
exploited to augment the presently restricted
capability of the helicopter in providing re-
inforcements and logistic support for the

landing force.
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With or without atomic support, the helicopter -borne
force, because of its flexibility, speed, and potential
for surprise, provides a much more powerful means
of assault than ever dreamed of under the previous
doctrine.

Development of the new doctrine and the availability
of new weapons and equipment have been reflected
in the organization of Marine Corps combat units.

The new, streamlined Marine division has 10

percent fewer Marines than the Marine division
of World War II and is much lighter in terms
of vehicles and equipment. Yet it possesses
greatly increased shock and firepower. The
new Marine division is air transportable; its

assault elements are helicopter -transportable.

Tanks and heavy artillery are no longer organic
to the division.

The Marine aircraft wing is smaller and lighter,

too. Marine divisions and aircraft wings are
integrated into close-knit air-ground teams in

which wing support includes helicopter lift,

close air support, and air defense for the
amphibious assault.

The streamlined Fleet Marine Force structure is

specially tailored for formation of temporary task
groups which may be precisely graduated in size to

meet specific tactical requirements.

This feature, combined with the capability to fight on
either nuclear or nonnuclear battlefields, insures
Marine Corps readiness to respond instantly, with
appropriate force and weapons, to any national re-
quirement; all-out nuclear war, limited war, or small
emergencies requiring an immediate show of force.
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MARINE CORPS RESERVE

Backing up our Regular Establishment is the Marine
Corps Reserve. Our Organized Reserve maintains a
state of training that would permit it to be integrated
into the Regular Establishment with a minimum of
delay.

The six months training program has given a
stability to the Reserve which it never before
possessed.

The Organized Reserve includes ground units
and aviation units.

The ground units consist of battalions, com-
panies, and batteries.

The aviation units consist of squadrons, in-
cluding helicopter squadrons.

In 1959, our organized strength consisted of
45,000 officers and men.

Our Ready Reserve consists of 208,000 officers and
men. This figure includes the organized strength of
45,000. This means that we have 163,000 reservists
in Class III, Ready Reserve. A Ready reservist is

a man with obligated service. Those of us in the
Regular Establishment have the highest respect and
admiration for our reserves.
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It was reserve units that were called to active
duty all over the country during the summer of

1950, integrated with the Regular Marines of

the 1st Marine Division, made the landing at

Inchon, and fought so well throughout the Korean
conflict.
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THE MARINE CORPS BUILDS MEN

In creating the President's Council on Youth Fitness,
President Eisenhower said:

"In our concern for political, economic, social,
cultural, and other problems affecting the na-
tional and international scene, we tend to over-
look one important fundamental . . . That na-
tional policies will be no more than words if

our people are not healthy of body, as well as
of mind, putting dynamism and leadership into

the carrying out of major decisions. Our young
people must be physically as well as mentally
and spiritually prepared for American citizen-
ship."

The Marine Corps has long recognized that the
greatest single reason for our past performance, and
the key to our future, lies in the individual Marine.
The individual fighting man, the Marine rifleman,
must be oriented toward battle in the modern era.
Today the individual private must have the initiative

and qualifications we required of noncommissioned
officers in the past. All of our Marines are volun-
teers and highly motivated. At our two recruit
depots, San Diego and Parris Island, they are getting
the best recruit training that the Marine Corps has
ever given.

The basic purpose of our recruit training is to

inculcate in each Marine that sense of his own
responsibility to do his part in battle so that his

- 21 -



comrades do not bear his burden, or suffer from
his failure. The objective of all our training is to

produce individual Marines who are smartly disci-
plined, physically fit, technically well trained in

the basic knowledge of a Marine, and thoroughly
indoctrinated in the love of the Corps and their
Country.

In no service are men more important than in the
Marine Corps. This means that strong discipline
continues to be most important.

This is a point on which there is sometimes
some misunderstanding. When we Marines
speak of discipline, we speak of the spirit of

the team. When the average civilian hears
the word, he is apt to think of fear and punish-
ment and chastisement. Actually, these things
are not a part of true military discipline.

The discipline upon which a Marine unit must
be built is not based upon fear of authority.
It is a discipline that endures when every
semblance of authority has vanished, when the
leader has fallen, when the members of the
team are dropping out one by one, when the

only driving power that remains is the strong
and unconquerable spirit of the team. That is

the working definition of discipline --the spirit

of the teann. We Marines know it as esprit de
corps.

Discipline in our recruit depots has always
been strict, but never of the Prussian variety--
a blind obedience to superiors. Rather, we
define it as the cheerful and willing obedience
to all orders. Obviously, discipline of this type
requires a healthy, wholesome, and reverent
respect for the person giving the orders. For
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this reason, men who are assigned duty with
recruits are specially chosen for this assign-
ment.

At our recruit depots, studies have shown that the
majority of young men entering the Corps are phy-
sically soft and unaccustomed to the shock and vio-
lence of physical contact.

Using a standardized Physical Fitness Test, officials

at the depots have found that approximately 42 per-
cent of the new recruits can be classified in Poor
or Very Poor condition. In addition, 70 percent
initially cannot pass the Marine Corps Physical
Readiness Test.

This is a six-item test on which minimum physical
readiness is considered the ability to perform:

1. Three pull-ups.
2. Twenty -one push-ups.
3. Fifteen squat -thrusts in one minute.
4. Six-foot standing broad jump.
5. Twenty -five sit-ups in two minutes.
6. A half-mile jog.

This test has shown that the greatest weakness in

the young men of today is in the arms and shoulders.
Two -thirds of those who fail, fail because they
cannot do three pull-ups or twenty -one push-ups.

During Marine Corps recruit training, in order to

toughen up the soft recruit, more than 50 hours are
devoted to physical training.

The primary purpose of this program is to

develop and maintain a high level of strength
and endurance among the recruits.
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It is also extremely important to develop a
strong desire within the individual to keep
himself active and physically fit.

Other important and valuable parts of the
program are the development of teamwork,
aggressiveness, confidence, determination,
unit solidarity, and the ability to think and act
under pressure.

The recruits begin the program with an initial

strength test during their first week. Then for the
rest of their time at San Diego and Parris Island
they begin the day with a half-mile run shortly after
reveille. Later on each day they have a 45 -minute
period of physical conditioning. For the first two
weeks, 25 minutes of the period consist of a series
of calisthenics designed to condition the entire body
and develop balance and coordination. The remain-
ing 20 minutes are given over to supervised team
activities such as tug-of-wars, relays, and mass
games gauged to the state of training and level of
endurance. During the third week, physical drill

with the rifle replaces the calisthenics portion of
the period, and a specially designed obstacle course
challenges the recruit during the remainder of the
period.

In the fourth week, the recruits return to the calis-
thenics routine and body -contact games.

During their two weeks on the rifle range, the re-
cruits maintain their condition with 30 minutes of

calisthenics daily, running the obstacle course, and
double -timing to and from the ranges. By this time,
double -tinning has become their normal mode of

movement. After the rifle range period, log lifting

by squads occupies part of the daily physical train-
ing period. Eight -man teams lift 400 -pound logs and
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do sit-ups, deep knee bends, overhead lifts, and toss
the logs back and forth from squad to squad.

In the tenth week of recruit training, the calisthenics
build toward the final strength test, and the recruits
run the obstacle course for record times.

At the end of the eleventh week, recruits take the

final strength test. Results of this test show an
average improvement of almost 70 percent.

To overcome the reluctance of many of our modern
day American youth to "mess it up," Judo has been
introduced into the program. A new system of

bayonet instruction also helps the recruits to make
the transition from soft youths to tough Marines.

The essence of this instruction is four hours
of actual hand-to-hand bayonet fighting using
padded sticks which approximate the length
and weight of the M - 1 rifle. These are called
Pugil Sticks. Fully protected with a football
helmet, boxing gloves, and a groin protector,
the recruit learns to take a blow and to fight

back calmly and purposefully.

After their training at the recruit depots, the young
Marines are sent to Cannp Lejeune, North Carolina,
or Camp Pendleton, California, for one month's
combat training in infantry weapons and tactics.
During this period, they are actively engaged in
field exercises, and as a result maintain their
physical fitness at a high peak. Those Marines --the
majority of them --who go on to duty with the Fleet
Marine Forces continue on regular cycles of indi-
vidual and unit training and maintain their physical
fitne s s

.
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To insure that all Marines keep fit, the Commandant
has introduced a continuing physical fitness program
which requires all commanding officers to keep their
officers and enlisted Marines in a high state of phy-
sical fitness. All Marines below the grade of field

officer and under 40 years of age are required to

demonstrate their ability to pass the six-item Marine
Corps Physical Readiness Test.

The Marine Corps takes its physical fitness program
and its training of individualMarines very seriously.
We are fully aware that a large part of our ability

to fulfill our important mission as the Nation's
Amphibious Force-in-Readiness rests upon the phy-
sical fitness and the esprit de corps of our Marines.
For this reason, the Marine Corps builds men.
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THE MARINE CORPS LOOKS AHEAD

Marine Corps emphasis on full combat readiness
has gained us recognition as the nation's ready-

fighting force --in peace as well as in war.

Although the Marine Corps has fought under many
and varied circumstances, it must be realized that

our basic specialty is in the field of amphibious
operations.

In part, this is the result of our amphibious
experience dating back to the Revolutionary
War, when Continental Marines performed
their first landing operation, a successful
raid on New Providence in the British Bahamas,
during the course of which powder and ammuni-
tion were captured for Washington's hard-
pressed Army.

Even more, it is the result of our intensive
efforts in the field of amphibious warfare in

the period since World War I.

The Marine Corps realized during the early nineteen
twenties that, should there be a war with Japan, it

would be an amphibious war. It was apparent also,
as a result of the unsuccessful Gallipoli Campaign
of World War I, that the annphibious tactics and
equipment which had been employed in that venture
would be hopelessly unsatisfactory in conducting
a modern amphibious attack. Accordingly, the Navy
and the Marine Corps set to work to develop a whole
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new body of amphibious doctrine --air, sea, and
ground- -as well as a new arsenal of amphibious
equipment. Consequently, when we were plunged
into conflict in 1941, the Navy and the Marine
Corps were ready to meet the challenge of the
great Pacific campaign to come. From the fore-
sight and experimentation of the period prior to

World War II, came the amphibian tractors and the
whole family of landing craft and landing ships that
played such an essential part in the winning of World
War II.

The efforts of the Marine Corps in amphibious de-
velopment did not cease in 1941; progress went on
steadily throughout the war and after the war. The
atomic bomb had entered the picture, and the ques-
tion of how to make an amphibious assault in the

face of a possible atomic defense demanded an
answer.

The Marine Corps found the answer --at least
in part--in the assault helicopter.

Beginning in 1946, the potentialities of the
helicopter were studied, and many experi-
ments were conducted. The idea was not taken
seriously by some --it was flatly rejected by
others --but the pioneers who believed in the
concept pressed stubbornly ahead.

In the fall of 1951, on the bleak Korean coun-
tryside, the worth of the helicopter was finally

proved. Just as the amphibian tractor came to

the fore as a troop carrier over the reefs of

the Pacific atolls during World War II, so the

helicopter became the greatest single innova-
tion during the Korean conflict as a tactical

and humanitarian medium of transportation.
The first helicopter combat landing in history
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was made by Marines of the 1st Marine Divi-
sion on 20 September 1951 when a squadron
of 8-passenger Sikorskys deposited a rein-
forced connpany of Marines in a front-line
position on a Korean mountain top.

Now moves of much larger units are made by
this form of vertical envelopment- -the Marine
Corps* answer to the atomic bomb.

Many of the hazards implicit in atomic defenses
can be surmounted by the use of these aircraft:
ships can be dispersed more widely and can
remain more distant from the beach than ever
before, and our landings possess much greater
flexibility. Mined or contaminated beaches
covered with obstacles can be by -passed.
Troops can be redeployed rapidly by helicopters
after the initial landing.

Another Marine Corps development that proved its

value during the Korean conflict was the armored
vest. It gave Marines considerable confidence to

know that they were wearing articles of apparel that
would stop grenade and mortar fragments. This
modern body -armor saved untold numbers of lives
of our men. Cold weather clothing and other cold
weather protective equipment developed by the Ma-
rine Corps in conjunction with the Navy proved
their value during the Korean conflict. With this

clothing and equipment, Marines have dennonstrated
that they are capable of operating effectively in the
field for prolonged periods under extreme cold
weather conditions.

Today the Marine Corps continues its energetic
pursuit of the means of making our amphibious
specialty more and more effective. The Corps is

actively interested in the following research and
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development projects (Note: The following are of-
fered only as examples and should be up-dated on
the basis of current announcements):

Redeye Missile System . This new surface-to-
air shoulder -fired guided missile system is

being developed jointly by the Marine Corps
and the Army. It is a man -transportable mis-
sile system designed to provide troops with
the capability to destroy low-flying jets or
conventional planes. The unit is approximately
four feet long, about three inches in diameter,
and weighs approximately 2 pounds. It is ef-

fective at altitudes and ranges commensurate
with Marine amphibious operations and the
defense of field positions. Redeye can easily
be carried by one man through underbrush
and rugged terrain inaccessible to other anti-
aircraft weapons.

Air Suspension Vehicles . The Marine Corps
is testing vehicles which float on a cushion of

air. A contract has been let for production of

two 2 -passenger amphibious craft capable of

operating nine to fifteen inches above the sur-
face of either ground or water. Each will be
equipped with special buoyancy channbers to

permit floatation in the water and air -suspended
operation over water as well as over land. They
will also have wheels for operation as con-
ventional ground vehicles. They will derive
lift and lateral momentum from jets of com-
pressed air striking the surface at an angle
of 30 degrees from the horizontal plane of

the vehicles. Forward, backward, and turning
movements will be achieved by adjustable
vanes in each jet discharge slot. The vehicles
will weigh about 1050 pounds each. They will

be about 14|^ feet long, 8 feet wide, and 3j feet
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high. They will be constructed of aluminum
alloy and fiberglass.

One -Man Helicopters . The Marine Corps is

evaluating the Gyrodyne YRON-1 one-man
helicopter to determine its suitability for
small -unit reconnaissance, liaison and courier
service, artillery observation, wire -laying,
and similar tasks. The YRON-1, developed
by the Marine Corps, weighs only 425 pounds
empty. It has a cruising speed of 50 miiles

per hour, a maximum speed of 72 miles per
hour, a range of 60 miles, and a service
ceiling of 6,500 feet. It can carry a useful load
of 265 pounds, including pilot, fuel, and extra
equipment. It is capable of a maximum rate
of climb of 600 feet per minute. Another one-
man helicopter, the Hiller XROE-1, is also
being considered by the Marine Corps. This
craft weighs 400 pounds empty, cruises at 50
miles per hour, has a maximum speed of 7

miles per hour, has a range of 27 miles, and
can climb at 600 feet per minute. The useful
load capability is 256 pounds.

Automatic Release Cargo Hook . The Marine
Corps Automatic Release Cargo Hook (MARCH)
has been developed by the Marine Corps as a
significant advance in the external lift capa-
bility of helicopters. The new hook pernnits
quicker hook-up operation and virtually elimi-
nates danger to ground personnel in external
pick-ups of supplies and equipment. Hook-up
time using the new hook is less than five

seconds.

Load -Carrying Body Arnnor . The Marine Corps
is testing a new dual-purpose load-carrying
and body -armor unit which may replace
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cumbersome body armor, packs, and cartridge
belts now in use. The new unit gives added pro-
tection against fragments and low velocity
missiles, and it reduces the weight of the
combat loaded Marine by about five pounds.

Fiberglass Helmet . A new, lighter helmet is

being developed for Marine Corps use. Its

ballistic limit is expected to be substantially
greater than that of the present steel helmet.
The new helmet affords greater protection to

the back and sides of the head and neck and is

primarily fragment, not bullet, resistant.

Armored Footwear . Special footwear, designed
to prevent or minimize injuries from exploding
mines, has been developed for Marine Corps
use. The new armored footwear would be worn
only in areas where antipersonnel mines have
been planted.
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ARMED FORCES DAY

Quite apart from the tremendous sums of money that

we are required to spend for defense, each of us
has a big stake in the Armed Forces.

Civilization has always rested on a base of

organized military strength. (Many examples
come to mind.) Today the situation is no dif-

ferent. Even such a confirmed pacifist as
Bertrand Russell has pointed out that for the
world as we know it, the main hope is that
''peace-loving nations can be made obviously
capable of defeating nations which are willing
to wage aggressive war.'*

It is a paradox of American history that, to

many of our people, the Military Establishment
is at best a necessary evil and that military
service is a hardship rather than an obligation
of citizenship. As a result of this feeling on the
part of many of our people, the United States
has been inadequately prepared whenever war
has been thrust upon us. Fortunately, today
there is a general awareness of the necessity
for adequate military strength.

It is reassuring that Armed Forces Day has
assumed such an important place in the eyes
of so many Americans.

The foreign policy of the United States is based upon
two assumptions:
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First, that the forces of International Com-
munism will use any means, including violence
to gain their ends.

Second, that, for its own security, the United
States has a vital interest in the stability of

the world outside the Western Hemisphere.
Therefore, we must strive to restrict Com-
munist expansion at the earliest possible
nnoment and within the narrowest possible
limits.

From these two basic assumptions, our government
has developed a policy of deterrence, of contain-
ment, and of national defense. It is fortified by an
elaborate and complex military structure, and with
a set of strategies designed to attain these goals. It

can be truly said that our nnilitary strength is power
for peace . Both the United States and Soviet Russia
possess nuclear capabilities --each is capable of

devastating the other.

However, this capability of mutual destruction
does not lessen the differences between the two.

As long as the Soviet leaders know that the free
world is prepared to retaliate with nuclear
weapons in sufficient strength to devastate the
USSR, there is little likelihood that they will

deliberately launch an all-out war.

Besides maintaining an unquestioned capability
to inflict devastating retaliation upon Russia,
the United States must maintain a day-to-day
capability to deter the small war --and to win
it if it breaks out.

The present international military situation, as just

analyzed, dictates that the United States maintain
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balanced military forces --we cannot afford to gamble
on just one type of war.

Each of our services has an indispensable part to

play in maintaining our national security.

AIR FORCE

The Air Force bears major responsibility in our
means for deterring general war.

The Strategic Air Command is by far the
strongest long range atomic striking force in

existence. If the need should arise, it has the

capability of destroying every target worthy
of the name in the Soviet Union.

Our airmen know that in the battle for air
supremacy second rate airplanes and second
rate crews cannot do the job. They are first

rate in all respects, and they are determined
to maintain that status.

It is now a basic principle of warfare that in any
field of military operations victory is impossible
without command of the air.

ARMY

The Army has kept pace with technological advances
in weapons and techniques, while at the same time
standing ready to serve as a mobilization base for the
large ground forces we would need in the event of
general war.

A large portion of the Army is serving overseas,
frequently in close contact with forces on the other
side of the Iron and Bamboo Curtains.
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This has not prevented large scale experiments
designed to improve the flexibility and mobility
of Army combat units.

By placing an atomic capability in the hands of

the troops, the Arnny has given our potential
enemies much cause for thought.

There is no doubt of this country's ability to produce
a large and well trained Army, with the best of
weapons and equipment, to counter the threat of the
Communist armies.

NAVY

Time and science may have shrunk the oceans, but
the oceans are still there.

The system of collective security to which we belong
is in effect an oceanic federation, encompassing as
it does five oceans.

Our own country is predominantly a maritime nation.

This means that in time ofwarwemust be able
to use, and to control the seas.

Our Navy is ready to do this job now and is

preparing to do it in the future.

Nuclear power has already had a revolutionary
effect on submarine warfare, and nuclear power
for surface ships is close at hand.

Guided missiles and other nuclear weapons
are established items in the Navy's arsenal.

Faster and better attack aircraft are being sys-
tematically incorporated into the Navy's strik-
ing forces.
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The balanced fleet concept, by which a naval com-
mander is given all the tools he needs to acconriplish
his assigned task, is basic to the Navy's philosophy.

With new weapons, this concept will exceed
even the tremendous record of efficiency it

produced in World War II.

Potentially, our Navy represents sea power in its

highest form- -a form no other nation can expect to

approach.

MARINE CORPS

Since 177 5 this nation has possessed, in the Marine
Corps, a highly trained amphibious force -in-

readiness.

As integral parts of the balanced fleet, the Fleet
Marine Forces combine air and ground combat units

to provide the means of projecting our naval power
ashore in any part of the world.

These forces will play important roles in any
future wars --all -out or limited.

However, their high state of readiness, the
flexibility of their air -ground organization, and
their relation to the balanced fleet are factors
that make them ideally suited to meet the de-
mands of limited wars.

Marines will never again make the same kind of land-
ings they made at Guadalcanal, Saipan, Iwo Jima, or
Inchon. True, fbllowup supplies and reinforcements
will probably be introduced into an area via the sea
tail and will land over the beach, but we visualize that
actual combat operations will be initiated using the
vertical assault.
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The possible use of nuclear weapons precludes
the large concentrations of vulnerable shipping
which characterized those operations.

The landings of the future will be made by-

Marines in assault helicopters, taking off from
fast, widely dispersed ship formations under
the cover of supporting fires delivered by
planes, guns, and missiles.

However, the most important fact to remember about
the Marines is not new at all--itisthe fact that your
Marines are ready, right now.

COAST GUARD

It is sometimes forgotten that the Coast Guard is a
fighting service and that by law it becomes part of

the Navy- -for all practical purposes --in time of war.

Almost 2,000 Coast Guardsmen died in World War II,

and most of these were far from our own coasts when
they lost their lives.

Today the Coast Giiard has important responsibilities
in our national defense.

It protects our ports and waterfronts and guards
against sabotage.

Their air -sea rescue operations are well known.

The Coast Guard is a small service, but it has earned
the respect and appreciation of the nation.

CONCLUSION
The armed services, briefly described, are repre-
sentative of our great country and exist to protect it

and the freedoms for which it stands,
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But the services are not alike.

Each has its separate character, its own cus-
toms, its own tradition, and makes its own
contribution to our military strength.

The first requirement of a unified Military
Establishment is the soundness of each of its

integral parts.

The services reflect the will of the people.

If the people are apathetic and confused, that

shows up in the services.

If the people are strong willed and energetic --

determined to defend their freedom- -the serv-
ices will reflect these qualities.
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MEMORIAL DAY

On Memorial Day we join in honoring the heroic
dead of our Armed Forces.

We pay tribute to their supreme sacrifice in

the defense of our freedom, the cause of

America.

We think of the perils our country has faced,
and of the price that was paid to overcome
those dangers.

We are reminded that we are not the first

generation of Americans to face deadly danger --

nor shall we be the last.

Each year we go to the graves of the members
of the Armed Forces of the United States to

honor their memory and to summon new
strength to carry on.

It was in this spirit that Memorial Day services
were instituted in 1868 --soon after the nation had
come through the long and bitter struggle of the
Civil War.

The ranks of those first honored on Memorial Day
have since been joined by hosts of gallant soldiers,
sailors. Marines and airmen of other wars.

These were peaceful men, they did not want war,
but they did what had to be done.
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There is a vast difference between not wanting war
and not having war.

The American people did not want war in 1941,
but good intentions were not enough.

The first bitter days and months of World War
II taught us that ideals and courage and skill

alone were not enough. The brave men of Bataan
and Wake Island gave their lives in battles they
knew they could not win, so that the United
States might have precious time to arm and pre-
pare to give battle.

Today science has taken almost the final strides in
its race to make warfare more rapid and destructive.

In the light of modern developments, we must
face the fact that unpreparedness today would
be a crime.

We must never forget that World War II might
have been prevented.

World War III must be prevented.

We are faced with a threat.

The threat is not necessarily immediate; per-
haps no country will attack us tomorrow or the
next day. Germany waited 20 years before
striking for the second time.

So long as International Communism is bent
on our destruction, we must face the possibility

that our nation may be attacked.

Therefore, we must be prepared.
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Modern science has not made the individual soldier,
sailor, or Marine obsolete --what it has done is to

render obsolete the untrained militianaen who have
traditionally sprung to arms to defend our country.

World War II did not allow us time to train and
supply forces to go to the relief of our forces
on Wake and in the Philippine s

.

Today we cannot simply issue a call to arms and
muster the men who can launch a guided missile,
fly a jet plane, man a nuclear powered sub-
marine, or execute a precisely timed amphib-
ious operation.

We require a strong, versatile, and ever-
prepared defense force on a permanent basis.

Our Regular Establishment must be supported
by an efficient, trained Reserve.

Our continuing need for instant readiness means two
things:

First, our military forces must have the capa-
bility of delivering instant and terrible retalia-
tion in the event our country is attacked.

Second, we must possess the capability of deal-
ing with small wars and threats to the peace
before they can grow into big ones. To meet
this requirement, the forces employed must be
marked by speed and mobility, and readiness.
The Navy -Marine Corps team is ideally fitted

to fulfill this second requirement.

The defense system just described is a power for
peace.
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Besides protecting our nation from the ravages
of another war, it can do much to stabilize
world conditions resulting from the political

and economic dislocations caused by an armed
conflict.

However, this defense system can do these
things only if it receives the full and whole-
hearted support of every one of our citizens.

Our duty is to safeguard the victory that brave men
have won for us in the past.

An America strong in heart, in spirit, and in arms
is the best assurance of preserving the heritage of

freedom our war dead have passed on to us.
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FLAG DAY

When the Star Spangled Banner was first flown at the

head of the Continental Army, General Washington
described its symbolisna as follows: *'We take the
stars from heaven, the red from our mother country,
separating it by white stripes, thus showing that we
have separated from her, and the white stripes shall

go down to posterity representing liberty."

In honoring the flag, the synnbol of our great nation,
we are honoring the nation itself.

Even more profoundly, we are rededicating
ourselves to uphold the ideals for which
America stands --ideals of truth, justice, indi-
vidual liberty, equality, human dignity.

Throughout its existence, America has
championed these foundations of human
liberty--in spite of difficulties and dangers and
sometimes grievous cost.

Our flag recalls to us the many scenes of com-
bat over which it has waved, the courage and
self-sacrifice it has inspired.

Our history shows beyond question that we are
a dedicated people, proving our devotion to our
ideals with deeds and sacrifice.

Today we must be sure that the ideals symbolized
in that famed flag -raising photograph of the Marines
on Mount Suribachi are never forgotten.
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Too frequently, we hear the American way of

life pictured only in terrrxS of its many mate-
rial advantages.

These advantages are an effect, not a cause.

The cause is of the spirit- -it is our basic
conception of freedom and equality, together
with our determination to implement that con-
ception.

It is not the high standard of living or the
assembly line of volume production that created
the United States or raised it to become a great
force for good throughout the world.

It was spiritual inspiration, stamina, and deter-
mination which enabled our people to strive,
as only free people can strive, to win inde-
pendence, to protect that independence, and to

make an even better land for their successors
to live in.

Only those confident of the equality of oppor-
tunity could be inspired to work for better
things.

That is why we must unceasingly make con-
scious efforts to guarantee the spiritual values
of our country.

The danger to human freedom from power -mad, evil

forces is a very real one.

It is a danger that has emerged repeatedly
throughout history.

There is reassurance that in the past there have
invariably been men, dedicated to the right and
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determined to uphold it no matter what the

cost, who have stood firm against the threat
to liberty.

The threat to human freedom is posed by men
whose number is small but who are masters
of vast strength.

They strive to achieve their evil objective of

world domination in many ways; their weapons
are not limited to the rifle and the machine
gun; their weapons include subversion and
falsehood and half-truth.

With these weapons, they seek to turn neighbor
against neighbor, friend against friend.

These techniques are not new, but against people
who allow themselves to fall victim to their
doubts and fears they are effective.

Fear is the breeding ground of suspicion and
surrender.

Where there is determination, and dedication to our
ideals of liberty, there is no need for liberty to fear
tyranny.

The forces of freedom in the world today are
far from helpless.

We have great material resources which can
be converted to military uses.

Our reservoir of spiritual strength endows
us with a capability that is even more important
than our material resources.
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Our military power, backed by the determination of
our people, is our strongest asset in the struggle to

preserve peace, not only for ourselves, but for the
nations of the free world.

The continuing need for instant readiness means two
things:

First, the capability to deliver instant and
terrible retaliation in the event our country is

attacked.

Second, ready military forces of combined
arms that are immediately capable of dealing
with aggression. (The Navy -Marine Corps team
is well qualified to do this.)

Our duty is to safeguard the way of life and the free-
doms that brave men have won for us in the past--
that is the only way we can repay the sacrifice of

those who have died in the service of our flag.

Everyone gathered here today can well be proud of

sons and daughters, husbands, brothers and sisters
or sweethearts who make up the Armed Forces of

our country and march under the proud banner of our
flag.

A challenging responsibility confronts us; but as a
token of our great past and as a symbol of the eternal
values of the spirit, we have in our flag a promise
for the future, not only for the United States but for
humanity.
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VETERANS DAY

A number of people here today can recall Armistice
Day, 1918.

It was a day of rejoicing that World War I had
come to an end, with the signing of an armistice
in a railway car in the French forest of

Compiegne.

For many the joy was mixed with sorrow that
loved ones who had marched off so spiritedly
to hang the Kaiser would not return.

But the sadness was mitigatedby the assurance
that aggression had been dealt a death blow and
the world had been made safe for denriocracy.

President Wilson summed up the feeling in the
announcement:

"The armistice was signed this morning.
Everything for which America fought has been
accomplished. It will now be our fortunate duty
to assist by example, friendly counsel and by
nnaterial aid in the establishment of just democ-
racy throughout the world.'*

People thought then that we had achieved secu-
rity from future wars and that such sacrifice
would never again be necessary.
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It is well today to look back to World War I as we
pay tribute to the veterans not only of World War I

but of the other terrible wars that have followed.

The tragedy of it all is that our love of peace
has led us after each "war to end wars*' to

relax and forget that aggressors are not pecul-
iar to any era or to any land.

Disarmament and appeasement have consist-
ently failed to insure the peace and the "estab-
lishment of just democracy throughout the
world."

An indication of our progress to national nnaturity
is the fact that November 11th is now Veterans Day
instead of Armistice Day,

It is natural that on this occasion we recall with
pride and affection the young men who have gone
out to fight for our country. To them, we should
and do pay all honor.

This day also provides a timely occasion for
all of us to take a serious look at our national
security.

In order to evaluate our national security, it is neces-
sary to consider what kind of war our country may
be confronted with --what kind of war its Arnned
Forces may be called upon to fight.

One of the difficulties in doing this is that no
one really knows what is going to happen in the
future --even a short time in the future --or
when it is going to happen.

Yet there are many people who talk very
learnedly and positively about what is going
to happen in the future,
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Just a glance at the recent past discloses that

many of the things we thought would happen did
not happen, and many of the things we thought
would not happen did happen.

In 1950 there was, for example, a rather wide-
spread belief that there would never again be an
amphibious landing similar to those of World
War II; yet in Septennber of that year. Marines
assaulted the heavily populated port city of

Inchon, Korea, in perhaps their most complex
landing assault to date.

We simply do not know what is going to happen
in the future; we must be prepared to deal with
problems as they arise.

However, we can make plans. Certain things that

may happen in the future are more dangerous than
other things. Those things we can plan for.

As long as the Soviet leaders know that the
West is prepared to retaliate with nuclear
weapons, there is little likelihood that they will
launch a general war.

But we cannot afford to risk everything on one
single aspect of military power.

In addition to deterring general war, it is

equally important to preserve the line of free-
donn where it now stands, to maintain a day-
to-day capability to deter the small war, and to

win it if it breaks out.

Thus it is that each of the services has an indis-
pensable, very specialized part to play.

(See Armed Forces Day outline for brief
treatments of the services.)
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Recent events have placed even greater responsibil-
ities for the defense of the Free World on American
shoulders.

Every American, therefore, has an obligation to

keep himself informed on matters affecting our
national security.

There are few American families that do not
have a member being honored on this Veterans
Day; thus, our obligation is generally under-
stood and driven home.

52



MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY

On this day each year, we Marines give serious
thought to our Corps, its history, and its traditions.

We know that no structure is stronger than its

foundation.

The foundation of the Marine Corps is a body
of tradition deeply entrenched in the soil and
soul of our country. From 1775 to the present
day. Marines have developed, maintained, and
perpetuated many fine traditions: traditions
of loyalty, courage, and honor; traditions of

self-sacrifice and unstinted devotion to duty;
traditions of uniform, insignia, flags, and
equipnnent.

These traditions were not developed by orators
or propagandists; they are well authenticated
events in the history of a Service as old as
the nation.

Heritages of the modern Marine are traditions
of loyalty, unexcelled marksmanship, pride of

appearance, and discipline.

Many questions arise in the minds of those who come
in contact with Marines: Why do men enlist in the
Marine Corps? Why do so many of them spend their
entire working lives in this Service without thought
of great financial reward? Why do they cling so
tenaciously to certain uniforms, devices, songs, and
slogans ?
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The answer: Because of Marine Corps tradi-
tions.

Every tradition a Marine has is a tradition of the
Marine Corps.

Companies, battalions, regiments, and brigades
have distinguished themselves, but their ac-
complishments have become traditions of the
Corps as a whole.

Marines have an esprit de corps which implies
sympathy, enthusiasm, devotion, and a jealous
regard for the honor of the body as a whole.

This spirit of oneness exists despite the fact
that Marines are scattered over the face of

the globe.

Of all our traditions, the spirit of the whole,
the oneness of the Corps, is the most out-
standing.

And now, to each and every one of you- -Happy
Birthday!
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